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and surroundings, and in that respect Genoa in the first
week of September will be unique. The Legate will be
Cardinal de Lai, Secretary of the Consistorial Congrega-
tion. As for the final Benediction from the Sea, whence
alone owing to its situation Genoa can receive it, one
heard that it would be given from a swan-shaped boat in
the centre of the harbour, but it is hoped, I now learn,
that it may be given from a battleship, beflagged of course
as for Royalty. If that should indeed come to pass, it
would be good to be on that ship, from the morning
Mass there to the evening Benediction, when, while the
bells of all the city churches receive the message from
Our Lord Himself, His Majesty's battleship will give it to
the guns of the fort. Every tiling military, naval and civic
happily coming into line. . . .
"Nine cardinals in addition to Cardinal de Lai, are
expected to take part in the Eucharistic Congress at
Genoa, and also, it is hoped, the first citizen of Genoa,
H.R.H. Duke Thomas of Savoy. And tradition it seems is
stronger than the suggestion of a battleship for the solemn
Benediction from the sea. Genoa has a record of many
such celebrations, the latest being the procession through
the city and harbour with the relics of St John the Baptist
in 1898, There will be a solemn Benediction in the city
itself on the way down to the harbour, where the flotilla
will be led by the galley of the Cross, which will be
anchored in the harbour, and the Great Cross illuminated
at night. The choir galley will follow with a hundred
singers. Then the 'Bucintoro' galley, modelled on that of
the sixteenth century, with a Pelican symbol of the
Eucharist, at the prow, and an elevated throne for the
Blessed Sacrament, the Cardinal Legate, the other cardi-